Women's issues in venous thromboembolism.
Women and men experience venous thromboembolism (VTE) at similar rates, but there are several issues unique to women regarding this condition. For example, hormonal contraceptives and pregnancy increase the risk of VTE for women in their childbearing years, whereas hormone replacement therapy increases the risk for postmenopausal women. A woman's thrombotic risk must be considered when prescribing therapy for breast cancer because some treatments are associated with a higher incidence of VTE than others. In this paper, we review VTE in women, using cases from our clinical practice to illustrate some of the unique aspects of caring for this population.